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September 202
Unfortunately we are still in lockdown which seems likely to ease
next month. I welcome the new minor freedom rules announced
recently. So many false starts with our activities. Our planned trip to
Grif th has now been cancelled. However as with many of our other
regular activities, we have begun to plan both a day trip and an
extended tour for the rst half of 2022
A special thank you to our Treasurer Stuart Sercombe for his work
liaising with the bank to smoothly refund money due to members
following the cancellation of the Yuletide lunch and the Grif th tour
It was a slow process due to COVID-19 restrictions as it also involved
Ian Smith a co signatory of our account. Should anyone have not
received their refund or given instructions please contact Stuart
Special thanks also to Ray Isaacs for his continued efforts to keep
us connected. We are fortunate to have a member with the skills to
produce our newsletter and keep us informed.
Judith Carpenter

Welfare Coordinator: Judith Doig, 9949
2071 pdoi5805@bigpond.net.au
Bowls Coordinator: Lee Murrell, 8542 5294
Walking Group Coordinator: Michael
Draper, 0417 239 293
Luncheon Group Coordinator: David Foster,
9948 1790
Technology Group/Club Historian: Gavin
Kerr, 0404 073 760 ghmkerr@icloud.com
Recrui ng: Michael Calloway, 9400 2596;
Lili Koch, 0417 691 779
Registrar: Peter Style, 0427 281 551
style3@bigpond.net.au
Life Member: Barry Ryan
September 2021 — Volume 31 Issue 7
Private and con den al for Probus use
only and is not to be used for any other
purpose.

Coming Events, Registrations and Payments 2021-22
Dec 13 (Mon) — Christmas Luncheon, Wakehurst Golf Club — Details to follow.
March 9 (Wed) — Sydney Tram Museum — Lunch Bundeena RSL — Details to follow. Pay
Jan and Feb meetings.
April 7-10 (Thurs-Sun) — Young, Temora Air Show — Full price $960, single supplement
$220, deposit of $200 required with final payment 6 weeks prior to departure.
Cheque payable to the Probus Club of Seaforth Inc

TREASURERS REPORT
At 31/8/2021 our corrected bank balance is $9014.80. We have $1330 s ll
be be refunded for the cancelled Yule de Lunch. The remainder money is
all ours!
To obtain your Yule de refund email me on sjncs@hotmail.com your bank
BSB number and your account number. Otherwise let me know your postal
address and I will post you a cheque.
Stuart Sercombe, 9451 2369
The email again is — s for sierra, j for john n for november, c for charlie
and s for sierra again. (I used to be in the army!)

September BIRTHDAYS
Janice Chalkley, Sept 2; Stuart Sercombe, Sept 3; Pam Ockerby
Sept 4; Pax Lambert, Sept 10; Michael Draper, Sept 13;
Susan Goldberg Sept 19.
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Welfare Repor
As I go to “press” the news of the light at the end of the tunnel is getting brighter
Fellow Probian Carmen Anderson has a tear in her shoulder, so no more heavy lifting. To those of you
whom I have spoken to, it appears you are keeping well in spite of the current health conditions. Look after
yourself, family, and keep an eye on neighbours
Judith Doi
Activities
Hopefully Seaforth will allow vaccinated
members to have a go. Hope to SEE you all soon.
Lee Murrell, Organiser and Handicapper

Bowls Repor
No rollups … no coffee … and chats … nothing
to report — except Gerry Setright managed to get
Jan and I into a 2 hr bowl at Manly Golf Club. BUT
the weather beat us!!

Tech Group
The next Tech Group Zoom meeting will be
on Tuesday, October 12 at 10.30 am. The meeting
will last 40 minutes and if you would like to see
what Zoom is all about, email Gavin at
ghmkerr@icloud.com or phone 0404 073 760.

At MGC they are allowing two fours to rollup
for 2 hrs with strict instructions on “Jack” and
“Mat” and procedures
Coming Events

Bondi Tram” then visit the display hall of vintage
trams

Ride Your Way Out of Lockdown
Tired of being at home, why not join your fellow
Probians on the next day outing to the SYDNEY
TRAMWAY MUSEUM on Wednesday, March 9

Back on board the coach to travel through the
Royal National Park, passing Audley, to Bundeena
for lunch at the RSL. Following lunch and liquid
refreshments we board the ferry and cross the Port
Hacking River disembarking at Cronulla where the
coach will pick us up and return to Seaforth

Put it into your diary now, early notice I know.

Further details and cost as they come to hand.
Payment at the January and February meetings
Colin Carpenter

The Grif th & The Riverina Tour
has been cancelle
All travellers have been advise
Deposit refunds are now available. For those
who gave me payment instructions, refunds
have issued from the club treasurer

Do these bring back memories, when we were
much younger? How can we forget
The day will commence at Seaforth Bowling
Club for coach trip to the museum at Loftus. Step
aboard for 4km ride “Shooting Through Like a

Several members have yet to advise whether
they require payment to their bank account or a
cheque with postal instructions
Looking to next year a tour in April is being
organised by Colin Carpenter. I am caught up
with a bowling club tour in February deferred
from last year
Regards Clive Sergent, crsergent@tpg.com.au,
mobile: 0412 611 81
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Would you let Colin Carpenter on 0400018187 or
cjcarp_2000@bigpond.com know of your intentions
ASAP, so that On Course can save a seat just for
you
Full price $960, single supplement an additional
$220 A deposit of $200 is required with nal
payment 6 weeks prior to departure
Invoicing for the deposit will commence in
October
This is a change from previous Seaforth Probus
trips — you will be dealing directly with On
Course Tours for your reservation and payments.
On Course’s phone number is 9986 2455; when
making the reservation advise them that you are
with Seaforth Probus

Do You Need a Holiday
A Short Break
Thurs, Apr 7, to Sun, April 10
A four day excursion has been selected for next
April from Thursday 7th to Sunday 10th
See the attached yer for the itinerary of the trip,
based in Young and surrounding areas including
the Temora Air Show
I know it’s an early notice, however the trip is
conducted by On Course Tours and is being
advertised by them to the public, with an allocation
of seats to the Seaforth Probus Club
The yer is hot off the press and advertising has
just commenced

DON’T DELAY LET COLIN KNOW AND FOLLOW
UP WITH YOUR RESERVATIO
Once you have con rmed your reservation and
paid your deposit let Colin know so he can track
which members are joining their fellow Probians.

What I need to know is how many Probus
members, partners and friends are interested so
that you don’t miss out on a seat within the
allocation

Contributions neede
In the August Newsletter, I asked
“… if any members have had an interesting event occur in the dim (and not so dim) past, how about
telling us about it.
I’ve since received ve articles — two from Hazel and one each from Margaret Greig, Judith Carpenter
and Clive Sergent
Three are included in this newsletter, with more to follow. Can you top them? Have a go
— Ra

A Tale of two Horses
Mick and I were so lucky to live our formative lives in New Zealand I was brought up in Fairlie a tiny
town in the centre of the South Island. It lies at the gateway to the McKenzie Country on the road between
Timaru and Mt Cook and is nestled beneath the Tom Thumb Range. The climate is pleasant but bracing,
lots of sunshine but very cold in winter with heavy frosts and occasional falls of snow
We lived on a sheep farm several kilometres from town, and in the austere post WWII years riding a
horse was a necessity. I was given my rst pony, a
little black Shetland called Wendy when I was about
four
The only way to attend the local school was to ride,
no buses, no petrol for cars and too far to walk. The
school had its own pony paddock where the ponies
would wait while we were in school
It was a long boring ride for a little girl so I used to
play and dawdle on the way home, sometimes
calling into a neighbouring farm in hope of a biscuit
or a drink. My parents of course were always
worried and made a rule that if I was not home by
5pm I would be sent straight to bed. It only happen
a couple of times and I can still remember producing oods of crocodile tears! This was my transport to
school until I was 9. when a bus became available. What a relief it was not to have to wear jodhpurs in
winter and to be able to wear a navy gym tunic like everyone else
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Mick did not cross paths with a horse till he was
in his late teens or early twenties and at university.
He was brought up in the lovely Wellington suburb
of Seaton. The harbour was at their front door with
the craggy Kelbourn Hills dotted with houses
behind
The climate here was also challenging with
howling southerly busters and rain straight off Cook
Strait. The saying was that the Wellington climate
was very healthy because all the germs blew away
Mick had many jobs during high school and uni
days, paper delivery, working in a wool store and a
laboratory but he always said the best was when he
was a milkman delivering milk door to door from a horse and cart. This entailed early morning rising in
order to be in town by 5am to collect Blossom and a dray full of milk bottles. It then took an hour to drive
out to Seaton to commence his round. Blossom knew the route so Mick could just point her in the right
direction and she would clip clop round the hilly streets while Mick ran from door to door picking up the
empties and dropping off full bottles. Just occasionally Blossom would try for a short cut and head for
home and Mick’s shout of "Whoa Blossom "would echo round the hills
At the end of the run she would trot contentedly back to her stable with Mick dozing at the reins and
dreaming of his second breakfast
Margaret Grei

My biggest 'Oh no what have I done now, moment
In 2009 Ron and I were on tour in South America with two other couples and our 6' 6" tour leader
We were waiting in Buenos Aires National Airport lounge for a ight to Iguassu Falls when I went off
looking for a toilet. It must have been another of my "off with the pixies days", because I walked out some
doors then went into panic mode when I realised I couldn't get back inside
After asking four different people, who obviously didn't understand English, if they could help me I was
nearing desperation point. Suddenly I remembered in my bag was the copy of my boarding pass the guide
had given me. Clutching the said copy I walked around til I found the entrance and walked through
hoping for the best. To my immense relief and amazement there was nobody at the gate so I walked back to
join the group, expecting to hear alarm bells starting to ring!!
Fortunately I arrived back just in the nick of time to walk out and board the plane
That was a PHEW moment if ever I had one
Hazel Selli

Good News Stor
A good news story has come my way that I would like to share. I suspect there are many such good news
stories but they are seldom mentioned as they are drowned out by all the sad and disappointing news we
hear
A recently widowed grandmother has been given Government permission to help with home schooling
of her grandchildren two days per week. She lives in the same local government area as her family
Her son and daughter-in-law are both high school teachers working from home. In another part of the
home the young children are helped by the grandmother with schooling, particularly useful as one
granddaughter has autism and hasn’t been coping well with the dislocation. The grandmother does her
best, nds the experience exhausting but also knows she is helping this little family manage better during
this dif cult time. A win win all around.
I’m hopeful this situation is replicated frequently throughout the community
Judith Carpenter
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