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Membership 99 

Acting President’s Message
April 2020

As President Elect for 2020, I hope you're all out 
walking for half an hour daily and for those of you 
who are interested in reading, Manly Library will 
provide you with books on loan that you can 
collect in a bag at the library; you place your order 
on line using the Northern Beaches website.

Also, programmes normally played at the 
Cremorne Theatre, are available if you have a 
Smart-TV or an Apple Box … programmes such as 
the Metropolitan Operas and plays produced by 
the National Theatre Co.

And finally … don't forget to maintain contact 
with your family on Facetime or Zoom.

A  belated Happy Easter to you all … 
Warren Ogborne

TREASURERS REPORT 
The wheels of commerce must conZnue ! 
Our corrected bank balance at the 31/3/2020 is 
$6058.88 and our members funds are $6339.88. We 
have yet to pay Probus South Pacific our annual fees 
so will cop a hit in April. 

Members Annual Fees 
Most have paid and I thank you for your direct credit 
or cheques. To those who paid twice thanks but we 
have plenty of cash! Give me a call on  9451 2369 if 
you want to check if you are financial. 

Payment Methods 
1 Direct credit to our bank — 

BSB 032 294, Account Number 690735, Westpac 
Bank — Probus Club Of Seaforth Inc. My apologies for 
wrong info earlier. $35 one and two for $70. 

2 Post  
Make cheque payable to Probus Club of Seaforth 

and post to — 
S Sercombe 
6 Brentwood Place 
Frenchs Forest 
NSW 2086 

3 Deliver 
Be brave and drop a cheque in my lederbox! It is an 

essenZal service and an excuse for some fresh air!  

Stay Safe … 
… Stuart Sercombe, 9451 2369, 0417 669 300 
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Welfare
If you are not well, or you know of a member 

with health problems please inform our new 
Welfare Officer, Judith Doig on 9949 2071 or email 
at pdoi5805@bigpond.net.au.

Crunch Time 
Pam Reece has been in touch with Ensemble 
Theatre to get a refund for members who were 
going to Crunch Time. They have indicated they 
will refund in the next 60 days!! Here’s hoping 
they come good. When Stuart receives the 
money he will issue the refund cheques. 

Latest Corona virus 
advice: 

Couples no touching, 
no kissing, and 
definitely no sex! 

Married couples 
continue as normal 

Recent activity 

Business Bowls 2020 for Probus 1 and 
Probus 2

An exciting competition at Balgowlah Bowling 
Club the final round saw Probus 1 in the lead by 1 
point. The final round against Hookers of Seaforth 
was a tense game with Probus 1 leading 
throughout the game and into the final end. On the 
final end Hooker Seaforth needed 7 points to take 
the game from Probus 1. As the game continued 
Hooker Seaforth were holding 5 points and Probus 
1 holding a critical 2 points. The last bowl of the 
last end was critical the skip for Hooker Seaforth 
sent down a drive that struck Probus 1’s only bowl 
and knocked it out of the game so Hooker Seaforth 
won 36 to Probus 1 34. Hooker Seaforth won first 
prize of $600.

But the results were still in Probus favour — 
Probus 1 came in second for a $300 prize and 
Probus 2 won the Wooden Spoon for a prize of 
$150. Well done to both Probus 1 and Probus 2 — a 
sterling effort. Business Bowls is a great 

competition for non-registered bowlers on 4 
consecutive Friday afternoons in February and 
November.

Michael Calloway 

March travel event 
Mudgee, Gulgong, Hill End and Mayfield Gardens Tour  

We had an excellent tour in March with Coach Holidays & Tours in association with Australia Wide 
Coaches. We were thirty-one travellers and how lucky were we to enjoy this before now finding ourselves 
in home isolation.

Gooree Park 5,800 acres horse stud was a highlight and a very beautiful property. This is the passion of 
Eduardo Cojuangco who happens to be the Chairman of San Miguel Corporation of the Philippines.

Other highlights were a visit to Mayfield Gardens in Oberon and to the historic town of Hill End.
We have received a refund of $930 being $30 per travellers. This will be paid to the travellers when we 

next meet — Clive Sergent

 Probus Mudgee Gulgong Trip 
 Thanks to our indefatigable Clive Sergent, twenty-nine of our members and seven visitors, made up a 

party of thirty-six, to enjoy a wonderful six days touring the country west of the Blue Mountains.
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Travelling in a brand new luxurious coach, we paused at Leura and Lithgow en route to Parklands 
Resort, where we enjoyed excellent accommodation and from where we set out daily to explore the 
countryside.

Our first excursion took us on a guided tour of the Gooree Park Thoroughbred Horse Stud, where we 
were amazed at the care with which the horses were nurtured “from cradle to grave.” Like human beings, 
each was studied and encouraged to develop physically and temperamentally as they grew into adulthood.

Our day at Hill End was of particular interest. 
Here, in 1872, the world’s largest specimen of reef 
gold was uncovered and significant reef gold 
continues to be mined today. Our guide, Lorraine 
Ackerman, a fifth generation of the founding 
family, met us, elegantly attired in period costume. 
Many of the original buildings are lovingly 
preserved, including Ackerman Cottage, in which 
Lorraine lives. The old bakehouse, beautiful stone 
kirk and Mayor’s cottage give the settlement a 
special charm and the school house still caters for 
several pupils.

So Hill End was pretty special, but so too was 
Mayfield Gardens near Oberon. Here we roamed 
through one of the largest privately owned cool 
climate gardens in the world, with its Valley of the 
Five Ponds … Mayfield Lake and spectacular Water 
Garden. A photographer’s paradise!!

For the motor sport enthusiasts we returned to Bathurst via Mount Panorama Racing Circuit, negotiated 
sedately by Norm our coach driver.

At Mudgee the Historical Museum was cluttered predictably with all manner of paraphernalia of a 
bygone farming age. But the “showstopper” was an old pusher lawn mower coupled to and driven by a 
bicycle … a feat of peddling hard to imagine!!

And so to Gulgong and Sofala, whose precincts were immortalised in two famous paintings by Russel  
Drysdale. We saw much of the devastation caused by the recent bushfires; forests reduced to stands of 
blackened sticks and scorched earth. Happily, Mt. Tomah, also a bush fire victim, was well on the way to 
recovery, so we ended on a happy note after a delightful adventure.  

Warren Ogborne 

VIEWPOINT
Retirement living is a challenge

Expand your horizons and plan to manage
You are the boss of your well-being

So rise to the task and become all-seeing

Participate in things you've never done
Check out new places and enjoy the sun

Mix with people of similar pursuits
Yet enjoy those who provide the hoots

Waste no time on blind alleys
Life's too short for such sallies

The only way to help our nation
Is be positive about our isolation!
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adf Looking for contributions cghtyuu[1234567 
While we are not meeting, I’m looking for contributions from members. Memories, anecdotes, humour, 
anything you think might be enjoyed by our members — just another way for all to stay in contact with each 
other.  
For example, who remembers Ray Stallworthy and 
the Riley? 

Bowls? 

The Murray River Cruise? 

. . . and other events — too many to mention. 
Thanks to Peter Style, Rudi Hochstetter and Meg 

and Ian Stephenson for their contributions
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