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Next Meeting 
Tuesday, August 27, 2019, 

Totem Club 
Meeting Agenda 

10.00 RegistraZon, morning tea and 
fellowship. 

10.30 Guest Speaker: Leigh Hatcher — 
I'm Not Crazy, I'm Just A LiBle Unwell. 

11.20 Business. 

If unable to a]end please contact: 
John Higson 9981 3689 
jhig1062@bigpond.net.au. 

President’s Message
August 2019

This month has seen a few emails being dispatched, I  hope you 
have had time to read them, especially the SURVEY that has been 
sent for you to fill in either on the computer or fill in by hand and 
bring to the August meeting — a box will be provided for you to drop 
the form in,  this can also be done anonymously.  The committee is 
starting to look at a program for 2020 and hope for members ideas to 
make  this  club  an  interesting  one,  whether  your  idea  for  a  guest 
speaker, an outing or something completely new, this would be great.

Please remember when handing money in for an activity, please 
put in envelope with the relevant details on the front.

Judith Doig

Coming Events, Registrations and Payments 2019 
Sept 11 (Wed) 11 am — Glen Street Theatre — “Wharf Review”. 

Sept 28-Oct 5 (Sat-Sat) — Proud Mary Indulgence Cruise — Murray River, 
Adelaide. 

Oct 30 (Wed) — Blackheath Rhododendron Festival — Limited seats available. Pay 
$70 pp August meeting. 

Dec 10 (Tues) — Xmas lunch, Mona Vale Golf Club, 3-course alternate meal — 
Register now, cost $57 pp. 

2020 
Mar 8-13 (Sun-Fri) — Mudgee, Gulgong, Hillend and Mayfield Gardens — Details 

and brochures at August meeting. 
Cheque payable to the Probus Club of Seaforth Inc 

Meet and Greet 
Ron Barratt, Lyn Barry, Ross Buckton 

TREASURERS REPORT 
Our bank balance at the end of July is $8294.43. 
Our members funds are $5654.63. This is a reducZon on June as we 
subsidised the mid year lunch. None the less we are holding okay. 

Stuart Sercombe, 9451 2369 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Bill Cowie, August 8; Grahame Kelly August 29 

Current Membership 90  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Reminiscences of Past Activities 
In 2004 Reg Whitely as President of Seaforth Probus instigated a President’s Gala Dinner. It was a night 
time event held in the “Ballroom” of RSL Balgowlah. We all dressed up in our finery and some of the men 
even wore dinner suits. Over 100 people attended and entertainment was provided by members of 
Probus. This event continued for a number of years in different venues such as Manly Golf Club. It then 
morphed into a day time event and this year seems to have disappeared. The event was an opportunity 
for a new President and members to mix and know each other. 
Every year a 4-5 day getaway was organised by members of the group with a day set aside for golfers 
and bowlers. We regularly filled a 50 seat bus and frequently had a waiting list. We enjoyed trips to blue 
Mountains, Moss Vale, Nowra, Mollymook, Scone, Gloucester and many more. 
An overseas trip once a year was also organised, usually by Barry Ryan and his dear wife Lois. We had 
some memorable trips to the Italian Lakes, a Fiji cruise, cruises to Tahiti and the Cook Islands, a NZ 
cruise, Mediterranean cruise. Oberammergau, South Africa and India are just a few places we visited. 
We still had our day trips and theatre parties but these activities need a number of people to help 
organise. The more people who volunteer the more things we can offer to our members. You joined our 
club for friendship and interesting events so let’s make it happen. 

Robyn Ogborne 
Speakers Corner  
I'm Not Crazy, I'm Just A Little Unwell

Leigh  Hatcher  has  a  face  most  members  will 
recognise as soon as and when he addresses us in 
August.

His then bearded visage is in one of the photos of 
the  then  Prime  Minister’s  most  famous  quips  of 
“Well might we say God Save the Queen because 
…"

His career included stints at Macquarie Radio in 
the Canberra Press Gallery. He was also with Seven 
Network  as  political  correspondent  in  Canberra 
and London when he was European correspondent 
between 1983-1985 and later  on-the-road reporter 
for  Seven  1988-1998  when  he  was  the  network’s 
chief Olympic correspondent.

Leigh was forced out of work for more than two 
years,  suffering  chronic  fatigue  syndrome.  He 
wrote a best-selling book about the experience, 'I'm 
Not Crazy, I'm Just A Little Unwell’.

Peter Style, Speaker Coordinator 0427 281 551

Welfare Report
This month has seen the passing of four of our 

old and revered members … Peter Wakefield, Rex 
Elvy  and  Bob  and  Jean  Martin.  Thankfully,  Ian 
McMillan and Jan Morrell are recovering from their 
recent fractures and Helen Smith's new pacemaker 
is serving her well, though she's hoping for a swift 
resolution of her shingles. 

Warren Ogborne 

Activities  
Walking Group
Manly to Shelley Beach
Monday, September 2

Walk  Details:  We  meet  at  9:15  for  9:30  at  the 
seaside  end  of  the  Manly  Corso.  We  will  stroll 
south along the seashore above the rocks past Fairy 
Bower to Shelley Beach and up to the lookout over 
Blue  Fish  Point,  then  retrace  our  steps  to  Bower 
Cafe for our traditional coffee. 

Walk time — Just under one hour. 
Grade — Easy, mostly on flat ground with the 

path being paved all the way. 

Facilities — There are facilities and a many seats 
with sea views along the way. 

Parking — 4 hours arking along the beach front 
for Northern Beaches residents. 

Enquiries — Michael Draper 0417 239 293.  

Bowls Report
Let  me  start  with  the  winner  of  our  10  week 

comp John Rose (may I add not for the first time). 
This  was  a  great  result  as  John  had  had  a  very 
torrid  time,  recovering  from  a  serious  operation. 
Great  to  have  him  back  with  us,  and  our 
congratulations,  John.  Warren  Ogborne  came 

�2



Probus Club of Seaforth Newsletter August 2019

second, followed by Judy Parker, Pat Jenkins and 
Hazel Sellin.

We had a total of 149 Pro. bowlers, an average of 
15  approximately,  which  is  not  too  bad.  I  would 
love to have a few more; we used to average closer 
to 20. Maybe I’m hard to please, eh?

Greens  are  great,  weather  has  been  great, 
company's GREAT, what more could we have.

That’s all from me,
Lee Murrell, Organiser and Handicapper

Right: Our latest winner John Rose 
receiving the Ric Clapp Trophy. 

Interest Groups  
Technology Workshop

The Technology Workshop provides assistance to 
members in overcoming the vagaries of iPads and 
iPhones with some success, followed by coffee. Our 
next  Technology  Workshop  will  be  held  in  the 
coffee area of Totem Club, Tuesday, September 10 at 
11 am.

The  group  is  deliberately  limited  to  a  small 
number, however anyone interested should contact 
Gavin Kerr, 9960 4517.
Luncheon Group

We had a very enjoyable lunch at the Sushi Roll 
Japanese  Restaurant  on  14  August  with  17 
attending. I had many positive comments about the 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  food  as  well  as  the 
excellent service. The trivia quiz was won by Gary 
Deacon’s team with Ray Isaacs’ second.

There’s  a  lot  of  interest  in  going  to  ‘ethnic’ 
restaurants,  so  in  September  we’re  going  to  the 
Monkey King Thai Kitchen on the Plaza level at the 

Stockland Centre, Condamine St, Balgowlah (next 
to Fitness First) at 12 for 12.30 pm.

You can park in the Stockland car park for up to 
three hours FREE.

We’ll  be  having  our  popular  trivia  quiz  with 
prizes for the best scores.

I’ll have more to say at our August meeting, but 
in  the  meantime  put  this  date  —  Wednesday, 
September 11 — in your diary.

 David Foster, 9948 1790 

Coming events  
Thursday,  August  22:  Prince  Henry  Hospital 

Museum  Pick  up  at  Seaforth  Bowling  Club  at 
8.30am.

Saturday,  September  28:  Proud  Mary  Murray 
River Cruise. Travellers requiring airport shuttle 
bus  transport  for  pick  up  at  Seaforth  Bowling 
Club please contact Clive Sergent 0412 611 811. 
Time details will be advised and emailed as soon 
as travel documents are available. 

Wednesday,  October  30:  Blackheath  Rhododen-
dron Festival. The Blue Mountains are a delight 
to  visit  at  spring  time.  Each  November  sees 
Blackheath  transformed  into  a  mass  of  colour 
with  the  rich  blooms  of  its  rhododendron 
gardens. Lunch will a provided picnic

Heavily booked, limited seats available. Please pay 
$70 per person at August meeting.  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Xmas Lunch 
The Christmas Lunch, to be held at Mona Vale Golf Club, Tuesday, December 10, will be a three-course alternate meal and the cost will be 
$57 per person. The meal options will be: 

Entree: Togarashi king prawns on avocado mousse with pickled cucumber; or beef carpaccio with horseradish creme fraiche, baby capers 
and watercress. 

Main: Traditional roast turkey and ham with chef’s selection of trimmings; or selected fillet of barramundi with sweet potato puree and 
broccolini topped with dill hollandaise.  

Dessert: Traditional Christmas pudding served with brandy sauce; or lemon meringue served with cream and raspberry coulis. 
Tony Gosling 

Sunday, March 8 to Friday, March 13, 2020 
Mudgee, Gulgong, Hill End and Mayfield Gardens –- Six day holiday 

• 5 nights’ accommodation at the luxurious Parklands Resort, Mudgee. 
• Buffet breakfasts and delicious evening meals served in Parklands’ Vine Restaurant. 
• Fascinating day tours, entry to all attractions and light lunches every day. 
• Luxury return coach travel. 
• Cost $1,145 twin share. Single supplement $325. 
• Price adjustment up to $60 per person where coach numbers under 45 persons. 

Day One: Journey to Mudgee 
Morning tea in the Blue Mountains. After lunch in Lithgow join the Castlereagh Highway through to Mudgee. 

Parklands Resort in Mudgee is surrounded by over 30 acres of land and with beautiful manicured gardens and 
only 1.5 kilometres away from the centre of Mudgee. 

Day Two: Gooree Park Thoroughbred Horse Stud 
Visit Gooree Park Wines and Horse Stud situated on one of Central Western NSW’s most beautiful properties 

just out of Mudgee. Gooree Park is famous for its champion horses and thoroughbred racing. Enjoy a special 
tour of the Horse Stud this morning with one of the key property managers on board the coach. After the tour a 
wine tasting at the cellar door before a picnic lunch on the property. 

This afternoon is a free choice stay on the coach and enjoy two more Cellar doors and tasting. Or you have the 
option to return to Parklands and relax and enjoy the extensive range of facilities including the indoor heated 
pool and spa. 

Day Three: Hill End 
This morning travel to Hill End just 72 k’s south of Mudgee. In the late 1800s, a tremendous wealth of gold 

was exposed in the area. In October 1872 the Star of Hope Gold Mining Co uncovered what was, at the time, 
the world’s largest specimen of reef gold. Learn more of this history with a guided town tour and a visit to 
historic Ackerman Cottage before lunch provided in Hill End. 

Day Four: Mayfield Gardens 
Another highlight of your tour is Mayfield Gardens near Oberon. It is one of the largest privately owned cool 

climate gardens in the world and is set within a 5000 acre working farm. Your visit starts with the amazing 
Water Garden area. Lunch will be provided at the Gardens Cafe.  

This afternoon travel back via Bathurst with a brief detour for a circuit of famous Mount Panorama. 

Day Five: Explore Mudgee and Gulgong 
This morning enjoy a town tour of Mudgee and a brief visit to the Historical Museum. Enjoy lunch along with a 

wine tasting provided at Blue Wren Cellar Door, one of the region’s leading Vineyards. 
After lunch it’s a short drive to Gulgong for a town tour and time to explore this historic village. 

Day Six: Journey Home 
Depart Mudgee this morning with morning tea provided along the way. Travel via Bells Line Road from Lithgow 

and subject to the weather conditions, enjoy a short break at Mt Tomah Botanic Gardens before a buffet lunch 
in Richmond. 

After lunch your journey home continues. 
Full details and booking forms available from Clive Sergent at next meeting or email crsergent@tpg.com.au . 

Deposit $100 per person payable to Probus Club of Seaforth. 
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