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Next mee6ng Tuesday, 
January 23, 2018, 

Totem Club 
Mee6ng Agenda 
Morning tea $5 pp 

10.00 RegistraZon, morning tea and 
fellowship. 

10.30 Guest Speaker: Graham Wilcox  — 
The Struggle for FederaZon. 

11.20 Business. 
If unable to aVend please contact: 
John Higson 9981 3632, 

jhig1062@bigpond.net.au; 
Richard Mine1 9907 9907, 

rajmineV@bigpons.com 

President’s message
December 2017 

Our own guru short-holiday master, David Gulliford, mentioned at our 
Christmas luncheon that he was looking at a Norfolk Island holiday in 
February 2019 for us. 

Numbers will be restricted to those lucky few who first advise David of 
their interest, after that there will be a waiting list! 

Here is an excerpt from an article recently published by that brilliant 
travel writer/consultant Max Anderson: 

“At the local bowling club the following conversation was heard: ‘We 
go rumma morla?’ This was replied to: ‘I se sly, suff too big.’ 

“Yes, the residents of Norfolk Island have their own language, spoken 
privately amongst themselves. The conversation loosely translates ‘Are 
we going fishing tomorrow?’ … ‘No, I've been told the seas are too 
rough!’” 

This is 18th century Tahitian mixed with English, evolving from the 
language adopted by the nine HMV Bounty mutineers who in 1790, after 
casting adrift their Captain William Bligh, sailed to a two square kilometre 
rock, Pitcairn Island. By 1856 the population by courtesy of Tahitian 
wives had grown to 193, and the tiny island with little vegetation is 
starving and this is brought to the attention of Queen Victoria. For those 
that viewed the recent excellent TV season of Victoria, it will come with 
no surprise that she decides to grant them a new home 6000 kilometres 
away, Norfolk Island. 

Prior to this the island had been used a penal settlement for the very 
worst offenders sent to NSW from the British Isles. The lash was used, 
often, and vigorously, often resulting in death. These convicts however, 
prior to the closure of the penal settlement, did build some magnificent 
stone buildings, many of which still survive whilst others are the subject 
of archaeological digs. Tours of the island's historical sites are extremely 
interesting and comfortable. Some are by walking (bring comfortable 
shoes), others are by coach. Whatever your needs, they will be catered 
for. 

The Island until 1914, was governed by England, after that it became 
a territory of Australia, but in 1979, the islanders were given limited self-
government and until last year, ran its own treasury, taxation, pension, 
airline and health scheme. Its debt level forced the Australian 
Government to declare it to be an external Australian Territory, and its 
governance is now from Canberra. 

Sounds an interesting place, doesn't it? Why not bring along some 
bowls or golf or croquet clubs, as I am sure David will allow some free 
time to participate in our favourite sport with the local champions. 

If you like seafood, just come, you will not be disappointed. Fish 
abound in these waters as there is no commercial fishing in onshore 
waters. If you want to catch your own meal of red emperor, then you can 
hire equipment. 

If you are a gourmet, just come, again you will not be disappointed as 
award winning restaurants with reasonable prices are everywhere. 

If you just want a relaxing seven days, just come, as David will cater 
for all needs. 

David … After reading this put my and Sue's names down straight 
away, as definite starters, for this Seaforth Probus spectacular holiday. 

If you want to join us, contact David as soon as you can! 
Finally, a big thanks to the other Gulliford, Helen, for her hard work 

ensuring our Christmas luncheon was so successful. 
To you my fellow members, have a wonderful Christmas and a safe, 

healthy and prosperous 2018. 
President Grahame Goldberg 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Current membership 88 

Coming Events, Registrations and Payments 2018 
Jan 10 (Wed) — Muriel’s Wedding — The Musical — Roslyn Packer Theatre. 
Feb 25-Mar 1 (Sun-Fri) — Heron Island Trip — FULL PAYMENT should have been paid Dec 16 to Taylor Tours. 
Mar 5 (Mon) — Annual Picnic, Clontarf — Cost $5 pp, due January meeting. 
Mar 7 (Wed) — Opal Card Day — Cabramatta — Cost $2.50 pp plus lunch. 
Jun 4-6 (Mon-Wed) — Coolangatta Estate — Indication of interest Now!! Full details to follow — Cost $550 pp. 
Oct 10 (Wed) — Wharf Review — 11 am Glen St Theatre — Cost $52 pp payable by July meeting. 

2019 
Feb — Norfolk Island — Indication of interest Now!! Details to follow — Cost $2000 (approx) pp. 

Cheque payable to the Probus Club of Seaforth Inc 
  

Welfare Report
We missed both  Helen and Garry  Deacon and 

Val McKinley at our Xmas luncheon ... Helen was 
at  home recuperating after  a spell  in RNSH with 
respiratory  problems  and  Val  had  just  been 
transferred from Manly Hospital to Manly Waters 

Hospital  after falling in the street.  Val  is  walking 
with a frame now as her kneecap slowly recovers, 
while  Helen  is  under  the  care  of  a  respiratory 
physician.  What  a  rough way to  celebrate  Xmas! 
Our thoughts and best wishes go out to them both.

Warren Ogborne

Activities 
Save this date . . . 

Monday March 5th 
It’s our famous 

ANNUAL PICNIC 
 Clontarf Beach Reserve, 12 noon 

Barbecued sausages, onions, bread and buVer 
supplied. Bring your own cutlery and crockery. BYO 
grog too. Only $5 pp. Register and pay at January 

meeZng. 
Enquiries to David Foster 9948 1790, or 

dmfost@bigpond.net.au. 

Bowls Report
As predicted,  that  talented  lady  bowler,  Hazel 

Sellin, won THE RIC CLAPP Trophy, with a record 
score of 9. Helen Smith was second on 7, and Don 
Elliot  third  (again)  on  6.  Congratulations  all 
winners.

As advised we hold our Christmas Party on the 
21st.  Bowls  start  at  10  and  we  will  finish  about 
11.45, to move into the club for a cool drink, and 
our feast!

Numbers  are  great  with  about  three  dozen 
attendees, which, of course includes partners.

That  is  my  final  report  for  the  year,  Merry 
Christmas, from your HAPPY TO BE BIASED …

… Lee Murrell
Right: Don Elliott presenting our latest and greatest 

winner, Hazel Sellin, with the Ric Clapp Trophy. 
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Walking Group
Little Manly Walk
Monday, January 8, 2018 

Meet at 9:15 for 9:30 in Stuart Street just past/
above Little Manly Cove Beach Café. We will walk 
up the street then down to and across Collins Beach 
(beware of penguins). From there a short walk up 
to  the  police  academy.  Returning  along  the 
foreshore and around Little  Manly Point  viewing 
interesting reminders of the original gas works site 
arriving at the Beach Café for our traditional coffee. 

Parking — Free for 2 hours in Stuart Street. 
Walk time — Less than an hour with stops. 

Grade  — Medium,  includes  50  steps  down to 
Collins Beach and 20 more beyond. 

Enquiries — Michael Draper 0417 239 293. 

Birthday Celebrations 
Ray Isaacs, December 7; Kevin Zehnder, 

December 17; Mickey Zehnder, December 18; 
Anne Sayers, December 18; Evy Haywood, 

December 25. 

TREASURERS REPORT 
Our adjusted bank balance at 30/11/2017 is 
$10,758.45.  Our members funds at the end of 
November are $6515.47. This is satisfactory. 

Stuart Sercombe, 9451 2369  

Probus Activities 2018/19 
Heron  Island 

Final payment should have been made by 16 December, 2017.
Cabramatta 

Booked for Wednesday, 7 March, 2018. Train from Wynyard on platform 5, leaves 9.15 am. Please be there 
at 9 am. Arrive at 10.15 am, walk to library for talk on Cabramatta, then shown the points of interest with 
a guide at 11.30 am. Then lunch at a restaurant booked by the guide at 12.30 pm. Return after lunch. 
Depending on the guide, numbers may be limited.

Coolangatta Estate 
Shoalhaven Heads, NSW

This is the original settlement in 1822, south of Sydney. It has many of the original buildings (employee’s 
cottages, stables, blacksmiths shop etc) which are now used for accommodation. The South Coast offers 
many sight-seeing opportunities. Date being considered is 4 June to 8 June, 2018. At this stage cost is $550 
pp. Full details will be available if we have the numbers.  

Norfolk Island 

Dates being considered are early February 2019. Once I have an idea of interested members I can then 
discuss costings, however work on $2000 pp but I think it will be less than this.

Wharf Revue
Glen Street Theatre

Thirty seats have been booked for 11 am on Wednesday, 10 October, 2018, cost is $52 pp payable on or 
before the July meeting.
To continue negotiations with the Coolangatta trip and the Norfolk Island trip, I need an indication of 
members who are interested . . . URGENTLY . . . please.

David  Gulliford,  9452 3589, davidgulliford@optusnet.com.au. 
Interest Groups  
Technology Workshop

The  Technology  Workshop  will  commence  in 
the coffee area of Totem Club on February 13 at 11 
am.

The Technology Workshop provides  assistance 
to members in overcoming the vagaries of iPads 
and  iPhones  with  some  success,  followed  by 
coffee. The group is deliberately limited to a small 

number,  however  anyone  interested  should 
contact Gavin Kerr, 9960 4517. 
Luncheon Group 

For  the  benefit  of  our  newer  members  — the 
Luncheon  Group  comprises  a  group  of  our 
members  who  like  to  enjoy  a  pleasant  low-cost 
lunch in a different local restaurant on the second 
Tuesday or Wednesday of each month. 
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Apart from lunching we have a trivia quiz with 
prizes for the best scores. It’s a great opportunity 
for  a  fun  outing  with  your  fellow  Seaforth 
Probians.  Everyone’s  welcome  and  all  members 

receive  an  e-mail   early  each  month  with  full 
details, so you can plan to come. 

The Luncheon Group organiser is David Foster 
(dmfost@bigpond.net.au or 9948 1790).

�4

mailto:dmfost@bigpond.net.au

