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Next mee7ng Tuesday, 
October 24, Totem Club 

Mee7ng Agenda 
Morning tea $5 pp 

10.00 RegistraZon, morning tea and 
fellowship. 

10.30 Guest Speakers: Brian Spies — The 
Science and Poli.cs of Climate Change. 

11.20 Business. 
If unable to aVend please contact: 
John Higson 9981 3632, 

jhig1062@bigpond.net.au; 
Richard Mine; 9907 9907, 

rajmineV@bigpons.com 

Cashless Society?
Before retiring I, amongst other more interesting duties, had the 

responsibility  of  chasing  up  recalcitrant  payments  of  over  a 
month,  outstanding  accounts.  Usually  this  simply  required  a 
reminding telephone call. Sometimes, a second call was necessary, 
accompanied  by  a  demand  for  immediate  payment  by  bank 
transfer into the firm's business account.  Details of the account, 
including name of account,  bank and account numbers had to be 
given. Often the details were incorrectly recorded.

In those days,  unless the payment was made before 5 pm, a 
delay of 2 days was inevitable (more if the payment was made on 
a Friday) before the payment appeared in the account and then a 
further delay of up to 10 days before the funds were cleared!

A  revolutionary  21st  century  New  Payment  Platform  is 
currently in its final trials and will be able to be used by all of us 
by Australia Day next year.

This is another step towards a cashless society in this electronic 
age.

You will be able to give details of an email address, a mobile 
phone number or a business name to a bank and that simple and 
easy to remember identification will automatically and instantly 
direct payments to your account. Conversely, you will be able to 
make payments, for example to Seaforth Probus on your computer 
or your mobile by simply naming Seaforth Probus as the payee.

The payment will be instantaneous and deemed cleared funds.
No longer,  will  a debtor be able to say, "the cheque is in the 

mail"
At  least  for  the  time  being,  our  cheque  system  will  still  be 

operable.
As  I  presently  understand  it,  if  you  have  a  mobile  phone 

number registered with your bank, you will receive a text request 
to  confirm the  payee  before  a  payment  will  actually  be  made. 
Similarly, if a payment is made to your account, you will receive a 
text advising the payment.

Don't    worry as to whether you will  be able understand this 
new banking platform as there is no plan to abandon the  current 
system — at least not yet!!

 President Grahame Goldberg

Current membership 84 plus 1 FoP 

Meet and Greet: David Foster, Robyn Ogborne  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Coming Events, Registrations and Payments 2017 
Oct 31 (Tues) — Opal Card Trip — Register with Hazel Sellin now. 
Nov 7 — Melbourne Cup Day Lunch at Balgowlah RSL — Book now with Balgowlah RSL then register with Robyn 

Ogborne. 
Dec 12 (Tues) — Christmas Lunch — Long Reef Golf Club — Register and pay $70 pp October meeting. 

2018 
Jan 10 (Wed) — Muriel’s Wedding — The Musical — Roslyn Packer Theatre — Sold out. Need final payment at October 

meeting. 
Feb 25 Mar 1 (Sun-Fri) — Heron Island Trip — FULL Payment by 9/12 to Taylor Tours please. 

Cheque payable to the Probus Club of Seaforth Inc 

Hunter  Valley  Getaway
On Tuesday, October 3, 34 of us embarked on a four day trip to the Hunter Valley where  we  enjoyed a 
variety of memorable excursions and excellent accommodation at the Mercure Resort in the Hunter Valley 
Gardens. Here we were treated to sumptuous breakfasts and three course evening meals. The Mercure is 
a gracious ambience whose staff is young, enthusiastic and wonderfully obliging. We enjoyed our stay 
there immensely.
Trevor Wallin did a tremendous job organising our tour. On Tuesday he had the bowlers competing at the 
East Cessnock Bowling Club … on Wednesday we visited the famous Rose Garden established by John 
and Imelda Roche, where we strolled through the French Par-Terre,  Italian and Oriental  gardens and 
Imelda’s Rose Garden where 6000 magnificent roses bloom … and were treated to a train ride through 
the gardens with an informative commentary. We lunched at Harrigan’s Irish Pub at Pokolbin, then visited 
Tamburlaine Winery to see and hear about eco-friendly wine production. Our evening meal at the Mercure 
was supplemented by a David Foster trivia competition.
The big event on Thursday was a visit to Hillview Herb Farm at Gloucester, run by Karen O’Brien … and 
was she a character!  It  was non-stop entertainment … a tour of the farm, lunching on Karen’s farm 
produce and musical entertainment thrown in. Back at the Mercure we struggled through another David 
Foster trivia after a very busy day.
And so to Friday. An early start ... off to Newcastle by coach and on to Morpeth by private charter vessel. 
Morpeth was the ideal place to unwind; quaintly sited by the river, a drowsy little town featuring beautiful 
sandstone architecture, a fascinating museum and excellent bakeries. At 2 pm we boarded our coach for 
our Dutch driver, Hilco, to get us back to Seaforth by 5 pm ... a great trip!!

Warren Ogborne

Guest speaker  
Dr	Brian	Spies	—	The	Science	and	
Politics	of	Climate	Change 

The topic of climate change seems to have been 
around for ever and does not seem to progress at 
all.  One  ex-prime  minister  saw it  as  the  greatest 
moral challenge of our times, and another ex-prime 
minister says, amongst other things, that it is not a 
problem on our beaches at Manly.

The  greatest  hindrance  in  gaining  community 
support for action seems to be politics. The latest 
political  manifestation  of  climate  change  is  pre-
sented to us as the price of energy, and managing 
change.

Our  speaker  in  October  is  the  former  Chief 
Research Scientist of CSIRO, Dr Brian Spies, who in 

2003 was awarded the Australian Centenary Medal 
for his services to geoscience. 

His topic will be The Science and Politics of Climate 
Change. It should be interesting!

Peter Style, Speaker Coordinator

TREASURERS REPORT 
Our adjusted bank balance is $9995.01.  Our members funds have 
reduced a little to $6550.01 but are still satisfactory. 

HUNTER VALLEY GETAWAY 
Thanks to Trevor Wallin’s super budgeting each person will receive 
a refund. 
I will have the cheques at the meeting in October so come and see 
Terry or myself at morning tea. 
Let me know if you will not be at the meeting and I will post the 
cheque to you. 

Stuart Sercombe, Treasurer, 9451 2369, 
0417 669 300, sjncs@hotmail.com 
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Birthday Celebrations 

Gail Gosling, Oct 1; Colin Brown, Oct 3;  
Margaret Harris, Oct 7; Elaine Daly, Oct 8;  

Don Elliot, Oct 11; Warren Ogborne, Oct 18;  
Ella Doutreband, Oct 19; Jackie Rodwell, Oct 23; 
Janette Stenstrom, Oct 23; Ian Stevenson, Oct 26.

Falls Prevention
The presentation, by Louise Delahunty (physio-

therapist) and Lisa Wilson (occupational therapist) 

at the September meeting, was very well received. 
Members  not  able  to  attend  missed  some  very 
practical ideas and check lists.

One such idea was to have an emergency plan on 
what to do if you have a fall at home and there is 
no one close by to assist.

If any member would like to make contact with 
the speakers  for  further  information,  they can be 
contacted at the Falls Clinic at Mona Vale Hospital 
9998 6152 or Manly Hospital 9976 9123 or by email 
at Louise.Delahunty@health.new.gov.au  

Activities 
Christmas Luncheon
Long Reef Golf Club
Tuesday December 12

The Probus Christmas Luncheon will be held at 
Long Reef Golf Club on Tuesday, December 12 at 12 
noon for 12.30 sit down.

An invitation  and acceptance  form is  included 
with  this  newsletter,  so  please  complete  and 
DETACH with your money ($70 per head) and give 
it to me at the next meeting on October 24. We look 
forward to welcoming many Probians and visitors 
at this happy day, enjoying fun and friendship at 
this spectacular venue with the outstanding view.

Helen Gulliford
Walking Group 
Manly to Fairlight
Monday, November 6

Walk Details: We will meet at 9:15 for 9:30 am at 
the Manly Art Gallery (adjacent to Marine World). 
We will stroll along Scenic Esplanade, skirting the 
harbour and magnificent views, as far as King Ave, 
then retrace our steps to the Art Gallery where we 
will  enjoy  our  traditional  coffee  at  one  of  three 
coffee shops there. 

Walk time: Approximately one hour. 
Grade: Easy, mostly on flat ground with the path 

being paved all the way. 

Facilities:  There  are  a  number  of  seats  with 
harbour views along the way. 

Parking: 2 hours free parking is available to the 
public at stations in Manly. 

Enquiries: Michael Draper 0417 239 293. 
Bowls Report

We had a “day off” last Thursday, as quite a few 
of  “The  Probian  bowlers”  followed  in  David 
Gulliford's  footsteps to  the Hunter.  Sure all  went 
well!

Not much news — so why not use the space to 
recruit a few more Bowlers?

We  bowl  every  Thursday;  meet  at  Seaforth 
Bowling Club by 9.15 am, for a “Rollup” at 9.30. 
Bowl ’till  about 10.45 then head to the clubhouse 
for a coffee and bickies and a chat. We have a 10 
week  comp  which  is  “very  serious”  and  keenly 
contested. Usually runs smoothly, and an enjoyable 
morning  is  had  by  all.  We  encourage  regular 
attendance, but that really means come when you 
can.  Please  have  a  chat  to  me,  or  any  of  the 
“Regulars”, love to see you.

Costs! $10 to join SBC as a social; $10 per week, 
($8  green  fees,  $2  for  kitty,  prizes,  and  our 
Christmas party.)

Lee Murrell, Organiser and Handicapper 

Interest Groups  
Technology Workshop — change of venue

Our  next  workshop  will  be  held  at  the  Totem 
Club, Tuesday, November 14 at 11 am.

The Technology Workshop provides assistance to 
members in overcoming the vagaries of iPads and 
iPhones with some success, followed by coffee. The 
group  is  deliberately  limited  to  a  small  number, 
however  anyone  interested  should  contact  Gavin 
Kerr, 9960 4517

Luncheon Group
Nothing to report as no luncheon in October due 

to Hunter Escape.  
For  the  benefit  of  our  newer  members  —  the 

Luncheon  Group  comprises  a  group  of  our 
members  who  like  to  enjoy  a  pleasant  low-cost 
lunch in a different local restaurant on the second 
Tuesday or Wednesday of each month. 

Apart from lunching we have a trivia quiz with 
prizes for the best scores. It’s a of great opportunity 
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for  a  fun  outing  with  your  fellow  Seaforth 
Probians.  Everyone’s  welcome  and  all  members 
receive an e-mail early each month with full details,  

so you can plan to come. 
The Luncheon Group organiser is David Foster 

(dmfost@bigpond.net.au or 9948 1790).    
Getaways 
Opal Card Trip
Tuesday, October 31

We  meet  on  Tuesday,  October  31  at  Central 
Railway Station, 10.30 near the “Big Clock” to take 
the  light  rail  to  Jubilee  Park  Station  to  visit  the 
Harold Park Tram Sheds at Glebe. We can have a 
walk  around the oval to the water, then go to the 
Tram Sheds to enjoy a delicious meal at the varied 
restaurants.

Hazel Sellin (9948 6939) has the list of members 
 who wish to come.

Melbourne Cup 
Tuesday, November 7 in the Function Room at Balgowlah 
RSL, 12.30. Two course meal and glass of sparkling on 
arrival. Cost $55 members. Tickets to be booked on RSL 
website — www/balgowlahrsl.com.au. After booking let 
Robyn Ogborne know and Probus members will be seated 
together. 
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